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On Nov. 11, 1918, the “War to end all wars,’
the long and bloody World War I, had
finally come to a close. Germany formally
surrendered, signing the Treaty of Versailles
alongside the Allied Nations.

In recognition of its 100 year anniversary,
Fredonia will host “World War I Centennial:
Ending War, Talking Peace.”

There will be two consecutive events: a
public reading session on Wednesday, Feb. 21
and a panel discussion on Thursday, Feb. 22.

The first event will also feature an
exhibit displaying World War I era
literature, according to the Campus Report.
The exhibit will host a collection of works
by Austrian novelist, playwright, journalist
and biographer Stefan Zweig.

On the following day, a group of
well-established speakers will lead the
conversation. At the forefront of the
discussion will be philosophical and
ethical notions: the efficacy of the Treaty
of Versailles, as well as a number of other
things that led up to the end of the war.

The objective of these events is “[not
just to] remember the war itself, but to
remember how it ended, and how any
war ends and America's involvement in
WWIL,” according to the event organizer and
English professor Iclal Vanwesenbeeck.

“Post-1945, I think [my students] have a
better understanding of the chronology of
wars,” she said. “But when we go further
back and talk about World War I, I have to
say, some of my students are surprised to
even learn that America was involved.”

According to Vanwesenbeeck, anyone
with an interest in World War I or an
interest in how peace was made is welcome
to join in on the discussion. She expressed
the significance of the calming nature of the
event, how the location and structure of the
event is reflective of peace and inclusivity.

“I like holding events in the library,” she
said. “I don’t do it very often, but I think
libraries are great places for these kinds of
public and civil conversations, and I didn’t
want any barriers between the panelists and
the community at this event. We will have
therapy dogs coming in as well, along with
peaceful music playing in the background
right before the panel.”
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Yet another racial incident

QUINTIN JAMES
Assistant Sports Editor

On Feb. 1, an alleged incident downtown
involving SUNY Fredonia students led directly
to a racial slur being posted on social media.
This has sparked outrage and controversy on
campus and online.

In a matter of hours, Fredonia was notified
through Twitter, Facebook and email of this
incident, and some started to investigate.

Mick Ribble, a sophomore double major in
social justice and sociology, saw the photo from
a friend and decided to post it on social media.
They were angry with such hateful speech, but
they were not
surprised.

“I first posted
it on Twitter
[tagging]
Fredonia's
account, asking
if this is what
our school is
okay with. I
then turned to
Facebook, saying
the same thing,
and also put it
on my private
instagram. |
was angry that
someone could
be so hateful,
though I was
not surprised at
all,” said Ribble.

“I'm exposed
to racism and
other forms of
prejudice daily,
and seeing it on my own campus, | knew that
I had the ability to bring visibility to the issue
locally.”

“T wanted to make fellow non-PoC students
on this campus see that this is an issue that
is happening in Fredonia as well,” Ribble
continued. “My intentions were to expose the
kid and to let people know that their friend was
a harm to communities of color. I wasn't about
to let some white boy get away with being
racist.”

In fact, according to many students, racial
slurs can be seen as hate speech. The law
doesn’t necessarily support their claims.

This is now the second major incident of

“While many think the
right decision would
be to kick the student
out, legal issues make
that very hard to
accomplish. Students
who know this had a
tough time figuring
out a suitable and
realistic solution, but
agreed that some sort
of harsh punishment
is necessary for this
act of racism. "

racism in Fredonia this year, the first one
being the infamous “Blackface” incident during
Halloween weekend.

Ribble recalls the incident, and he believes
that the way Fredonia handled that situation
explains the reason for the amount of
disconnect on campus.

“The last time racism was exposed on this
campus [the blackface incident], we got an
email from the president shaming call-out
culture,” he said. “Shaming and harassing
also have no place on our campus community,’
[Horvath wrote.] How about centrism and
tone-policing angry, marginalized students has
no place [in] our campus community? If we
continue to condone
racism while also
silencing black and
brown voices, we are
going to get absolutely
nowhere as a campus.”

“This campus needs
to educate itself,” Ribble
continued. Various
marginalized student
communities [and] clubs
are expected to educate
everyone else . .. It's
on us as individuals
to educate ourselves
because if we don't,
we're perpetuating the
problem that already
exists.”

Fredonia and
President Horvath
released a generic
statement after the
incident condemning
the message and
reiterating that “this
behavior does not reflect the University’s values
of being a place of welcome and respect for all,
and we have an obligation to call these acts out
and hold those accountable to the fullest extent
possible by our policies.”

She ended the message by saying that
the university will release a full statement
later on, going further into details about the
matter. Over the past few years, Fredonia has
developed a pattern of struggling with many
incidents, including sexual assault and race.

Dr. Cedric Howard, vice president for
Enrollment and Student Services, commented
on the rules of student speech.

“When someone uses a third party platform

[social media] to say anything offensive or
controversial, it is free speech. If it’s a direct
threat to a student or the university, then it is
dealt with as an endangerment,” he said.

Where the incident happened impacts how
the situation is handled.

“We can address it directly [if it happened on
campus],” said Howard.

On the other hand, if an incident happens
off campus, there are limitations on what steps
the university can take without getting other
parties involved.

In response to many allegations and
incidents, Fredonia usually sends out emails to
its students. Students like senior Jalen Wright
are essentially numb to the bigotry on campus
and the school’s lack of discipline for these
incidents.

Wright originally saw a screenshot of the
photo from a friend’s Snapchat story, and he
described his initial reaction as a mixture of
being hurt, yet not surprised.

“You become numb to it on this campus. It
hurts and I'm speechless,” said Wright.

Wright expressed that people on this campus
are done with seeing vague emails about racist
remarks because no significant change ever
happens after these incidents.

“We need action!” said Wright. “The email
apology is nice, but what will you do after?
Words without action is cheap.”

While many think the right decision would
be to kick the student out, legal issues make
that very hard to accomplish. Students who
know this had a tough time figuring out a
suitable and realistic solution, but agreed that
some sort of harsh punishment is necessary for
this act of racism.

“Of course there should be actions taken
against the student, but will there? Probably
not. But actions come with consequences,” said
Wright.

Ribble had a similar response when asked
about what the school should do about this
situation.

“I think his 'punishment’ should be a
workshop or course that he is required to
attend, and actively participate in, that focuses
on black and brown cultures and history,” he
said. “I cannot assume that he will change
his ways, nor should I even expect it, but it is
administration's duty to do what they can to
try and educate him and make him change his
behavior for the future.”

CONTINUED on pg. 5
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POLICE BLOTTERS

UNIVERSITY
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018

12:20p.m. Mark A Heughan was charged with
failing to stop at a stop sign and second degree
aggravated unlicensed operation of a motor
vehicle. An appearance ticket was given.

A vehicle was struck on President’s Drive. An
investigation in on-going.

Unknown suspects posted advertisements in
various areas of the campus. An investigation is
on-going.

Sunday, Feb. 17, 2018

Unknown suspects stole items from Grissom Hall.

An investigation is on-going.

All information printed in The Leader’s police blotter is a matter of open public
record. No retractions or corrections will be made unless a factual error is
shown. Anyone who is cleared of charges has the right to have so printed. It is the

responsibility of the accused to provide notice and proof of the dropped charges.

FREDONIA
Monday, Feb. 12, 2018

4:20 p.m. Dillon Miller, age 27 was charged with
driving a vehicle with an expired inspection. An
appearance ticket was given.

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018

Robert Russo, age 44, was charged with driving a
vehicle without a license and speeding in a zone.
Uniform traffic tickets were given.

Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018

2:00 a.m. Joseph Rosario, age 30, was charged with
criminal impersonation. He was held.

2:05 a.m. Jose Ruiz Jr., age 30, was charged with

unlawful possession of marijuana. An appearance
ticket was given.

Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018
Thomas Trever, age 20, was charged with driving a

vehicle with an expired registration. An arrest was
completed.

WWI continued.

“I think, in order for us to talk about war and
peace, setting the mood and making the dialogue
itself seem peaceful is important.”

Leading the panel discussion will be
Christopher Capozzola, author of “Uncle Sam
Wants You: World War I and the Making of the
Modern American Citizen,” along with two U.S.
veterans: Brian Castner, who is the author of the
book “The Long Walk: A Story of War and the
Life that Follows,” and Ian Fishback, who was
named by Time Magazine as one of the 100 most
influential people in the world.

According to Fishback, his role in leading his
part of the discussion will be to discuss whether
or not World War I was justified.

“The question is whether or not it was good
for democracy,” he said. “And whether or not

democracy.”

of the United States’ involvement in World War 1.”
“When people talk about peace, they
often define peace as the absence
of violence,” said Fishback. “In that
respect, authoritarian peace is still
peace. But a better way to think
about it is that the goal is to end
war with a just peace, and that
usually involves some kind of
respect for human rights, liberal

The next speaker, Capozzola,
will be focusing on connecting
the past to the present. He
will encourage the general
public to reflect on how
World War I ended and how

According to Campus Report Today, the
final speaker, Castner, will be contributing
by “elaborating on the forever war concept
from the perspective of domestic and global
politics.”
“T'his is not an academic or scholarly
conference,” said Vanwesenbeeck.
“This is a public event where you
can walk in and learn something
new, or even contribute to
the dialogue in the room. My
goal is for people to leave the
room having asked a few
good questions, for everyone
involved to contribute in their
own way to the dialogue of war
and peace.”

pragmatism as a philosophical approach would
be an appropriate way to think about the ethics

it overlaps with American
history.

Hayley Patterson/Staff Illustrator
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Valentine’s Day event
at Sunny’s stirs backlash on campus

DAN ORZECHOWSKI
News Editor

Last Wednesday night, a flyer warning people
to avoid Sunny’s was found in a bathroom at
University Commons.

Sunny’s, a bar located in downtown Fredonia,
held an event on Valentine’s Day where attendees
were encouraged to bring and shred pictures of
their exes.

The flyer posted in UC warned readers about
the DJ playing at Sunny’s, who was referred to as
an “exploitative predator.” The flyer continued by
saying the DJ’s fans “sponsor rape culture” and
that some students at Fredonia were about to
utilize the event to “take advantage of intoxicated
people without consent.”

Fredonia Feminists, a group on campus that
fights for gender equality, posted a picture of the
flyer while telling followers to be careful that
night.

“We did not create the flyer,” said Anneliese
Bienko, senior social work major and president of
Fredonia Feminists. “One of our members found
it in the bathroom and we simply posted it as we
thought it was an important thing for students to
at least be aware of.”

A Twitter user who goes by DJ Exposure
replied to the post made by Fredonia Feminists
and said he was the DJ that night.

“I'm the DJ tonight and have never supported
rape culture in my life. I feel violated that you
would try ruining my image with your false

RACIAL INCIDENT continued.

Jelissa Samuel, senior history and political
science double major and president of the Black
Student Union, said that this is sort of like a
cycle. She agreed with Wright’s point about
being numb to these incidents because they
happen so often.

She stressed that it would be better for
Fredonia to fix these problems now instead of
waiting until they potentially lead to violence.

“This shows the problem we have here.
Administration has the power to stop it before
violence starts,” said Samuel. She added that
these incidents need to come with major
consequences.

“Students feel uncomfortable and it's a
problem that it occurred and they will do

nothing. You can’t maintain a healthy diversity if

youre too comfortable with tradition,” she said
Samuel brought up a racial incident that

accusations. Very disappointing,” said the
Twitter user.

Bienko explained that the flyer had
mistaken DJ Exposure for the host of the
party, who goes by Kirill, a.k.a. The Slut
Whisperer.

Earlier in the week, separate flyers that
advertised the Valentine’s Day event (which
featured a picture of Kirill) were posted
without the approval of Campus Life in
multiple residence halls on campus. It’s
unclear who posted either flyers.

According to Bienko, Fredonia Feminists
had not heard of the Slut Whisperer, but
after doing some research, the group found
his words and actions to be contributing to

“rape culture.”

Kirill's social media accounts feature him
pouring champagne on women and writing
on their breasts.

“I used to make fun of feminists by calling
them fat. But honestly, I've had way more
fun partying with fat girls than dealing
with stuck up skinny bitches whose idea of
feminism is making tea out of their period
blood instead of actually helping other women,”
he said in a tweet posted on Valentine’s Day.

“Rape culture is a term we use to describe the
attitudes surrounding sexual violence and how
it's become normalized in our society instead of
something punishable,” said Bienko.

Rape jokes, saying “boys will be boys,” policing
people’s clothing, not believing people when

occured on the University of Alabama’s campus
similar to the Fredonia’s. That student was
kicked out.

According to USA Today, 19-year-old Harley
Barber was expelled from Alabama in January
after going on a racist rant on her social media
account.

Samuel believes that if Alabama can punish
its students for hate speech, Fredonia can do a
better job of it as well.

“Talk is cheap, there is hate speech, but there
has to be consequences for it,” she said.

Counseling for this, according to Samuel, is a
“sorry because I got caught” type of punishment.

Howard explained that the school can’t force
counseling on students, but sanctions such as
probation, reimbursement and educational
sanctions can be handed down if the situation
calls for it.

"The flyer posted in

UC warned readers
about the DJ playing

at Sunny'’s, who was
referred to as an
‘exploitative predator.’
The flyer continued by
saying the DJ's fans
‘sponsor rape culture’
and that some students
at Fredonia were about
to utilize the event to
‘take advantage of
intoxicated people
without consent.’ "

they've said they've been violated, catcalling and
the objectification of women in the media are all
examples Bienko gave of rape culture.

Kirill, who describes himself on his Facebook
page as a photographer who is “as recognizable
as the celebrities that he shoots,” declined to
comment.

The Leader was unable to reach Sunny’s for a
comment.

In today’s climate, race is a huge topic
of discussion in many circles. On college
campuses, racist incidents and slurs have been
reported repeatedly in the last few years. SUNY
Plattsburgh is dealing with a racist incident very
similar to Fredonia’s and the minority students
have protested and printed out a list of “non-
negotiable” demands in order to address this
problem.

They threatened to not purchase any food
on campus, not participate in courses, to block
roads, contact multiple news and media outlets,
and contact SUNY Central if their demands
aren't met by March 2.

Fredonia is in the process of solving this
incident, but their decision will be heavily
monitored by the students on campus.
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Famous Grammy Award winner
Leo Brouwer surprises Fredonia

STEPHEN SACCO
Special to the Leader

Leo Brouwer, Grammy Award winner
specializing in classical guitar and composition,
hasn’t been to America in 3o years. Fredonia
was his first visit.

He arrived in Fredonia on Feb. 13 and resided
until Feb. 14 for events hosted by Ethos New
Music Society and Fredonia Guitar Society.

Not only was his fame an impact on the SUNY
Fredonia School of Music, but more importantly
his wisdom was passed onto our ambitious
students.

On the 13th, Brouwer hosted a master class
for guitarists and composers from the School
of Music. The class was followed by an evening
tribute concert which gave SUNY Fredonia’s
very own guitarists an opportunity to showcase
Brouwer’s work.

Allison DiMauro, a junior music education
major with a concentration in classical guitar,
performed one of Brouwer’s many pieces in
concert. DiMauro started playing classical guitar
at 12 years old.

She vividly described a lesson that an
instructor was giving her one day. Let it be
noted that prior to this lesson, Dimauro would
usually hear the distractions of atmospheric
sound.

“My teacher said I have a new piece for you to
play; it was towards the end of the lesson. His
wife was mowing the lawn by the train station. |
hear the dog barking and [the] door creak,” she
said.

At the end of her lesson, DiMauro
experienced something rare.

“Through all of [the distractions] I really hear
the beauty of Brouwer’s piece, and I don’t hear
any of that other crazy chaos that I would have
normally heard during the end of my lessons.

It really took my breath away that a piece can

have such an impact on someone,” DiMauro said.

Her family was very excited to hear that she
would be playing a piece by Brouwer.

Brouwer was not only a classical guitarist
and composer, but a man of wisdom, to say the
least.

The following day, he held a public lecture
titled “Leo Brouwer: A Musical Life in Cuba”
in the Reed Library Garden. This lecture gave
the public a broad overview of his creative
process and history. The first thing that he drew
was a music staff with notes, and under was
Fibonacci’s golden rule.

Brouwer touched upon the experience of
playing music from composers.

“You are
not going to
imitate, you are
comparing. At a
certain moment,
comparison
comes to you,” he
said.

He points
out that when
learning and
mastering the
classical guitar,
one will gain a
style of playing
over time. This
denotes the
notion that a
guitarist needs to
master the guitar
in a way that,
say a computer
would read code.

If Brouwer
was given the
opportunity to
put his music in a
picture, it would
be representative
of contemporary artist Francis Bacon.

“... 1 think my music is related to Bacon in
the way that I mask the standard or manner to
present sound . ..” he said.

"'Through all of [the
distractions] | really hear
the beauty of Brouwer'’s
piece, and | don't hear
any of that other crazy
chaos that | would have
normally heard during
the end of my lessons.

It really took my breath
away that a piece can
have such an impact on
someone,’ DiMauro said.”

Bacon is somehow related mysteriously to
Sir Francis Bacon, a 16th to 17th century English
philosopher who is theorized to be Shakespeare.
With that being said, Brouwer noted during the
lecture that he was deeply involved with reading
books and philosophy throughout his life.

Getting through the facade and into the
creative energy, Brouwer said, “Inspiration is
motivation; you are the motive to compose; you
are the animals. So this is motivation.”

Without art and artists in general, how
would one produce art itself? Brouwer reassures
the idea that
artists are wild
beasts that can’t
be contained
from the passion

they hold.
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Not so ‘free’ bleeding

Tampons and pads unavailable in the majority of campus bathrooms

MONICA A. MANNEY
Special to the Leader

Have you ever been in class and realized your
“time of the month” has come unexpectedly?
Hopefully tissue can stop the blood flow because
you won't find pads or tampons in the bathrooms
of SUNY Fredonia.

When asked if she had ever noticed the lack
of sanitary dispensers, student Allegra Freier said
that she had “absolutely” noticed.

“There are no sanitary napkin dispensers
in any buildings except one, and that one was
empty,” she said, while looking around campus
for a tampon.

In desperate times, she remembered having
to get “creative” with uncomfortable tactics to
ensure she didn’t “bleed everywhere.”

According to 2016 Fast Facts, which provides
data regarding SUNY, Fredonia has a student
population of 4,386. Available sanitary products
are necessary with well over half of these
students experiencing a monthly menstrual cycle.

Lacking in bathroom resources gives students
the option of either leaking on their way to the
convenience stores or waiting and hoping a
friend has extra products for them.

Fredonia junior journalism major Shantasia
Johnson recalls multiple instances where she
had to run across campus to provide sanitary
products to friends.

“It's weird that we are forced to depend on
each other rather than those things being
provided,” she said.

Although teamwork and connection is
something Fredonia’s mission statement values,
depending on each other for sanitary napkins is
not mentioned in its description.

For students who are financially stable,
grabbing a tampon or pad from the convenience
store may be no problem, but for those who
are not, their time of the month can be an
inconvenience.

“They don’t know what money or resources
students have or don’t have. It's expensive,” said
Freier.

Campus stores do offer pads and tampons,
but at more than double the price of Walmart
and other off-campus stores. No matter what
Fredonia changes the price of sanitary products
to, they will always be significantly more than
condoms, which constantly ring up free.

Each semester, Fredonia’s Health Hut
temporarily provides sanitary napkins for
students on campus — until they run out. Their

supply of condoms, however, is endless.

According to the Coordinator of Substance
Abuse and Violence Prevention at SUNY
Fredonia Julie Bezeck, Playtex donates a case of
pads while the state offers condoms consistently.

“More condoms are available since we are
able [to] obtain free condoms through NYS
Department of Health,” she said.

Likewise, a report on Fred ASSIST, a sexual
health group on Fredonia’s campus, sheds light
on why Fredonia lacks sanitary resources.

“The whole point of getting period
products for Fred ASSIST is to
be able to give them out for
free to students and staff.
Paying for them would be
counterproductive. Plus,
people may not be
able to afford to buy
them.”

Providing
sanitary products is
not just a Fredonia
campus concern.

After
interviewing
students from 20
colleges and high
schools, it was found
that approximately 75
percent of institutions
either did not provide
sanitary supplies or only
supplied them in a few
buildings. The remaining 25
percent of schools either provided
supplies in every restroom or have started
initiatives to provide them.

Swarthmore College junior Rebecca Reagan
commented on the “Pads for Undergrads”
campaign that was started by students at her
Pennsylvania school.

“It was an idea coming from a bunch of
students who formed a committee and were
able to get funding under the budget for student
[organizations],” she said.

The program runs on a system of trust, as
students are asked to take only what is necessary.

“There are little baskets . . . with pads and
tampons . . . asking us to please take them only
when we need to. I've rarely seen a basket empty,
so it seems like people really do just take what
they need,” said Reagan.

Another student, Alex Montilla, discussed the
initiative to provide free supplies at Canisius

College in Buffalo. Like at Swarthmore’s school,
this initiative was also started by students.

“Canisius just started an initiative at the
end of last semester to get pads and tampons
into bathrooms through student government,”
Montilla said.

Without a budget to purchase sanitary
napkins, and no programs able to provide them,
the solution may not start on an administrative

level. SUNY Fredonia students may need
to take a note from other
colleges and fight for
the necessities of life
until someone is
willing to listen.

This photo was taken
on Feb. 7, 2018 and shows
a 10 count of Always pads at
the c-store priced at $4.75 per pack.
Walmart sells Always pads with a 40 count at
$6.97 per pack. Photo courtesy of Monica Manney.

"For students who

are financially stable,
grabbing a tampon or
pad from the convenience
store may be no problem,
but for those who are not,
their time of the month
can be an inconvenience.”
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A little ‘parti’ never killed nobody

Annual Mardi Gras party returns to EBC West

BETHANY CLANCY
Staff Writer

>

Last Tuesday, the 13th, HAIL! Fredonia
Records put their own spin on the New Orleans
orientated celebration, Mardi Gras: Parti
Gras. Since the event’s origin in 2016, it has
consistently been held at EBC West and has
drawn a crowd each year.

This year’s event had music provided by
The Merlin Trio, Fredonia Jazz Ensemble and
Fredonia Big Band, along with a free nacho bar
and drink specials.

Mike Tomasulo, a senior music industry
major with a minor in communications,
explained a little bit about HAIL! Fredonia and
the events they put on.

“Our record label is divided into five groups
that run the class — events, promotion, social
media, writing and marketing. Every semester
we have new students enroll in the class, so we
first have to get everyone placed in one of those
groups that best fit their skill set,” said Tomasulo.
“We then typically go over how our previous
year’s event went, creating a discussion on what
to do better this time around.”

Tomasulo went on to explain what makes
Parti Gras different from most events in
Fredonia.

“For this event, we try to connect with both
the campus community and the local Fredonia/
Dunkirk community to come out and see a jazz
performance, [and] you typically don’t [see] that
type of thing,” said Tomasulo. “After the date
is solidified, we form our budget, book artists,
develop pricing for tickets/coupons, invest in
decorations and plan out our social media
content up until the event, as well as a million
other minuscule details that go into making our
events successful.”

For the Parti Gras event, they start planning
on the first day of class in the spring semester.
This year, they confirmed the date at the end of
last semester, just to give them a little extra time
for preparation.

The budget for this year’s party was higher
than normal, so they had extra money to book
three bands and more time to put into the
decorations.

Some of the masquerade masks that were
hung up around EBC were donated by another
member of HAIL! Fredonia: Julia Mason, a

senior music industry major. Mason mentioned
that these decorations were made by her mom
for a Mardi Gras themed dance she had in the
seventh grade.

Tickets were $4, but for this event, they
decided to “go green.” Students were able to scan
a QR code, fill out the information and then they
would only have to pay $2 at the door instead of
the full price.

Maria Johnson, a senior BFA with a double
major in drawing and painting and art history,
has never been to one of these EBC events,
but she said that it was a lot classier than she
expected.

“It wasn’t full of drunk, unmanageable
students,” she said.

Michaela Pierce, a senior communication
studies major who works at EBC, also noticed
the respectable patrons.

“Our normal Tuesday nights aren't as busy
as Wednesday through Saturday, so it was nice
to have a crowd starting at 8 p.m. The people
that came in were awesome. Our bouncers and
bartenders had no problems with any patrons
acting disorderly or disrespectful; we appreciated
their business,” she said. “We all thought
the event went well and would love to have
more like this. They're always a blast for the

employees whether we're working or not.”

A lot of attendees like Erin 