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President Trump signs orders
dismantling eight departments

ALEX BUCKNAM
Asst. News Editor

Over the last few weeks, President Donald Trump has issued
two executive orders that directed eight departments/ agencies
to dismantle themselves, including the Department of Educa-
tion (ED) and the Institute of Musecum and Library Services
(IMLS).

On March 14, President Trump signed an executive order
titled “Continuing the Reduction of Federal Bureaucracy” that
ordered seven government agencies to eliminate non-statutory
components and functions and reduce the number of employ-
ees to the minimum required by law — the minimum the agen-
cy needs for operations.

Agencies listed on this executive order include:

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service

The United States Agency for Global Media

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in
the Smithsonian Institution

The Institute of Museum and Library Services

The United States Interagency Council on Homelessness

The Community Development Financial Institutions Fund

The Minority Business Development Agency

The American Library Association (ALA) released a state-
ment mentioning that the IMLS was the only agency that pub-
lic libraries relied on.

The ALA also stated that the dismantling of the IMLS would
mean cutting off services they offer to the public. Similar re-
sponses came from the National Alliance to End Homelessness.

A few days later, on March 20, President Trump signed an-
other executive order that started the dismantlement of the ED.

The executive order titled “Improving Education Outcomes
by Empowering Parents, States and Communities” calls for the
termination of the ED.

The executive order opens by stating how the ED has wasted
taxpayer dollars and failed children, teachers and families.

It continues to talk about how the ED is reliable for student
loans. The loan portfolios that the department currently man-
ages as of March 20 total $1.6 trillion. The order compares
this amount to being similar to the bank that manages the most
loan portfolios, Wells Fargo.

The order further states that the ED is not a bank and does
not have the correct staffing to properly manage this large
amount of loan money.

It then ordered Secretary McMahon to take all legal and
necessary steps to see the closure of the department without
affecting the services, programs and benefits people rely on.

It closes with President Trump asking the secretary to make
sure that schools and universities that are receiving federal
funding are complying with federal law and administration pol-
icies, such as getting rid of any diversity, equity, inclusion and
accessibility programs.

Both executive orders do not completely eliminate any de-
partment/agency; such an act would need to go through

Congress.

In fact, there is a history of failed attempts to close the de-
partments/agencies listed in Trump’s executive orders. During
the 115th, 116th, 117th and 118th Congresses, we have seen
multiple pieces of legislation that called for the elimination of
the ED.

The most recent one was H.R.899 from the 119th Congress,
which was introduced on Jan. 31 of this year. The House re-
ferred the legislation to the House Committee on Education
and Workforce.

H.R.899 is only one sentence long and reads, “This bill ter-
minates the Department of Education on December 31, 2026.”

In the 118th Congress, an amendment that called for the
ED’s removal was added to a bill that was introduced into the
House of Representatives and established parents’ and guard-
ians’ rights regarding public elementary or secondary school
education.

That bill ended up failing with over 60 Republicans in the
House voting against it,

Acts to close any department or agency would need a simple
majority vote in the House of Representatives. As of March 27,
there are 213 Democrats and 218 Republicans in the House,
with four vacant seats. If a vote were to take place before the
four vacant seats were filled and everyone was to be present,
216 votes in support of the bill would be needed to pass it.

If the bill passes in the House, it would then be sent to the
Senate. It would need to get 60 votes to end any filibuster or to
end discussion on the bill. After the discussion ends, it would
then need a majority vote to officially pass the Senate.

As of March 25, there are 53 Republicans, 45 Democrats
and two independents who caucus with Democrats in the Sen-
ate.

President Trump’s objective to close these departments would
mean that he could only lose three votes in the House and four
votes in the Senate, since if there was a tie, Vice President J.D.
Vance would cast his vote.

But since 60 votes are needed in the Senate to end discussion
on legislation, President Trump would need to convince eight
Democrats to side with Republicans to end debate so a vote
could take place.

It is thus unclear when we could see a piece of legislation
from Congress to dismantle any department or agency.

SOURCES:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/ continu-
ing-the-reduction-of-the-federal-bureaucracy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improv-
ing-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-commu-
nities/

https://www.congress.gov/bill/ 119th-congress/house-bill/899
https://www.congress.gov/bill/ 1 18th-congress/house-bill/5

https:/ /clerk.-house.gov/Votes/2023156
https://pressgallery.house.gov/member-data/party-breakdown
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Executive Vice President and Provost
Dr. David Starrett abruptly leaves
administration position

DAN QUAGLIANA
Managing Editor

On March 1, SUNY Fredonia’s faculty and staff members were
sent an email from President Kolison that detailed how Dr. Da-
vid Starrett had left his position as Fredonia’s executive vice
president and provost.

“Due to an administrative transition, I am writing to inform
you of a temporary coverage in the Division of Academic Af-
fairs,” the email said. “Effective immediately, please direct all
Academic Affairs matters to Dr. Judy Horowitz, Vice Provost.”

The email further detailed how, “Additional planning regard-
ing this transition is underway, and I will update you as soon as
possible. In the meantime, I want to express my thanks to Dr.
David Starrett for serving our university for the last 3.5 years as
Provost and Executive Vice President.”

The email concluded with, “I appreciate your commitment
to SUNY Fredonia, to our mission, and to our students. T will
be in touch with you soon.”

Starrett will be remaining at Fredonia as a tenured professor
in the biology department, a position he has held concurrently
with the provost position for the last three and a half years. Ac-
cording to the university’s course schedule, he 1s teaching three
courses next semester.

Regarding Starrett’s departure in the administrative sphere,
President Kolison said that “...it is not appropriate ... to pub-
licly discuss personnel matters,” and, “I do not anticipate any
short- or long-term negative effects as a result of the transition
of the former Provost to the
faculty.”

Dr. Judith Horowitz, Fre-
donia’s vice provost, has
been appointed as interim
provost and vice president
for academic affairs in Star-
rett’s place.

Regarding her new posi-
tion, Horowitz said, “Right
now, I'm thinking about
building a team with the
deans, making sure the [de-
partment] chairs feel sup-
ported in their work and
making sure that teaching
and learning happen the
way they need to happen.”

According to Kolison,
“No projects or initiatives
that were assigned to, or led

Dr. David Starrett, former provost and
executive vice president of academic
affairs.

Photo via fredonia.edu.

by the former provost will be
affected by his transition to
the faculty. [Dr. Horowitz]
is very capable and knowl-
edgeable about the functions
of Academic Affairs, includ-
ing the current initiatives in
the division.”

On the process of se-
lecting a new provost, the
president said that “aca-
demic leadership positions
tend to follow an academic
calendar,” similar to filling
faculty positions. “Timing
is important for achieving
a successful search for posi-
tions like those. Hence, I am
seeking advice from execu-
tive search experts regarding
the best time to launch a na-
tional search for our next provost and chief academic officer.”

Horowitz explained how, “At some institutions, positions are
filled immediately. At [other] institutions, a stabilization occurs,
so things are filled two or three years down the road. I think it’s
very context-specific, and I think it’s also specific to the culture
of a campus ... Usually when we have a vacancy at the [vice
presidential] level, we have often had an interim in there for a
year or two.”

For comparison, when former Vice President for Finance
and Administration Michael Kelly left the university in April
2024, the position was permanently filled in February 2025.

“I have a pretty good relationship with a number of folks
on this campus and in the local village and community, and I
think that that helps when you’re trying to move initiatives for-
ward,” Horowitz said. “My intention is to pick up the threads
that have, sort of, been handed to me, and really do a good job
with them ... I have an excellent team that I work with, and
together, I think we’ll make sure that everything that needs to
get done 1s going to be done.”

Kolison expressed a similar sentiment, saying that, “The ad-
ministration consists of very capable individuals who are com-
mitted to the success of this institution — its students, faculty
and staff. We are all bound together by our desire and the goal
to successfully deliver on the mission of this university. We will
always endeavor to achieve that.”

“We’re here to make sure that we make this institution a bet-
ter institution for those that we leave it to than when we got it,”
Horowitz reflected. “And that’s what I'm committed to doing.”

\\‘.

Dr. Judith Horowitz, interim provost
and executive vice president of
academic affairs.

Photo via fredonia.edu.
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Police Blotter

UNIVERSITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
SUNY Fredonia

The Police Blotter, run and shared with The Leader by the
University Police Department (UPD), aims to provide infor-
mation to students, faculty and the community in and around
SUNY Fredonia. All information is provided on the University
Police Department’s website, www.fredonia.edu/about/ offic-
es/university-police/blotter. The Police Blotter will continue
every issue, with new information regarding any new criminal
acts that occurred on the SUNY Fredonia campus.

On-campus

March 5: A report was made for harassment for a neighbor
dispute in Alumni Hall. The status of this is that it has been
“turned over to Student Conduct.”

March 21: A report was filed for public lewdness. Subjects
were found engaging in a lewd act in Lot 7. The status of this is
that it has been “turned over to Student Conduct.”

March 26: A report was filed for fraud, which involved an
online scam. According to UP, the investigation is ongoing.

All information printed in The Leader’s police blot-
ter is a matter of open public record. No retractions
or corrections will be made unless a factual error
is shown. Anyone who is cleared of charges has the
right to have so printed. It is the responsibility of the
accused to provide notice and proof of the dropped
charges.
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TADA transforms Shakespearean play
into a modern classic
wiith "Twellith Night” performance

MIA CIECHALSKI
Life & Arts Editor

The Theater Department added modern flair to traditional
Shakespeare with its recent rendition of “Twelfth Night.”

Directed by Professor Paul Mockovak, the play represents the
Theater Department’s second production of the spring semes-
ter.

Shakespeare is well-known in the English language and the-
ater world, so having one of his works be included in the 2024-
2025 Walter Gloor Mainstage Season was a no-brainer, says
Mockovak.

When it comes to putting together any type of show, there is
always a lot of work that comes with it.

Senior BFA acting major Harley Selegean, who is playing
Malvolio, said, “Like any show; it’s been filled with trial and
error, throwing spaghetti at the wall.”

Not only was putting together a show like this a challenge
in a group setting, but it had some personal challenges as well.

Senior BFA acting major Katie Spina, who is playing Feste,
said, “For me personally, the most challenging part of putting

"Twelfth Night" actors and crew members rehearse for their March and
April shows.
Photo provided by Czerton Lim, producer of the Mainstage series.

this show together was the added aspect of learning original
music composed by Dr. [Rob] Deemer.”

This is Spina’s second Shakespeare show she has been a part
of, and she said the addition of learning new music has been
equally challenging and rewarding.

Director Mockovak said, “What makes “Twelfth Night” such
an enduring work is [that it’s] one of Shakespeare’s most be-
loved plays; it 1s a masterful blend of comedy, romance and
some deeply human themes of love (both romantic and unre-
quited), identity, and wisdom vs. foolishness.”

The characters in “Twelfth Night” have a wide variety of
characteristics, ranging from strong and intelligent to resource-
ful and mischievous.

Mockovak further attributes the play’s allure to its brilliant
wordplay and imagery that provides “comedy with depth.”

While getting the chance to be a part of this show, the stu-
dents who are involved also learned some techniques during the
rehearsal duration.

According to Selegean, “One of my biggest takeaways was
probably the rhythm of Shakespeare.”

On the last day in their rehearsal space before taking the
production to the stage, Selegean said, “Professor Mockovak
called an ‘Ttalian run’; essentially just a speed run, where all the
tempos are cranked up.”

The show is about two hours, and when the cast did the
speed run, they did it in about an hour and 20 minutes.

“On that day, I learned that Shakespeare’s comedy in partic-
ular shouldn’t be milked unless earned — something so simple
and obvious, but it didn’t make sense until I saw the principle in
action,” said Selegean.

This production has a cast of 16 students, including under-
studies. There are also student designers and crews that build
and assist backstage, along with a stage management team.

Altogether, there were about 65 people involved in this pro-
duction.

Some of the cast and crew provided easter eggs for past or
future attendees of the show to look out for.

Spina said to keep an eye out for any rubber chickens. “They
are a Professor Mockovak staple for every show, and I must
say, this may be the best scavenger hunt to find them yet,” said
Spina.
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Aside from the rubber chickens, there are other highlights to
this mainstage production.

“There are several songs in the text with original music by
Deemer. We have interpolated two of Shakespeare’s sonnets
to amplify some of the themes and set them to music as well,”
said Mockovak.

According to Mockovak, there are also beautiful and elegant
sets utilizing many levels and projections to support their imag-
ining of Illyria, which is where the play takes place.

Both Selegean and Spina’s favorite memory of putting to-
gether “Twelfth Night” was doing their cast dance parties.

“That’s how our cast would warm up every rehearsal —
cast member Ryan Okun would lead us in a pattern of dance
moves, and elect other people to lead the group, too. The show
just wasn’t the same when we missed it; it became an essential
part of the process and did wonders for bonding the cast,” said
Selegean.

“Twelfth Night” performs on March 28-30 and April 3-5 in
the Marvel Theater.

Mockovak said, “Our goal is to provide entertainment with
this production. If the themes resonate more with others, that is
great. But let’s escape to Illyria and enjoy the story.”

"Twelfth Night" actors and crew members rehearse for their March and
April shows.
Photo provided by Czerton Lim, producer of the Mainstage series.

BLUE DEVIL GAMING PRESENTS:

FRIDAY NIGHT GAME NIGHT

EVERY FRIDAY AT WILLY C'S 7PM-10PM
JOIN US FOR A FUN NIGHT OF VIDEO GRMESI

B switcH.
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Black Student Union shows up and

Photos by DREW PALUCH | Photo Editor

Sanai Sancho. - Kalen Harley.

Mary Catherine Aivaliotis. London Nickolai.
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shows out at elemental fashion show

Photos by DREW PALUCH | Photo Editor

Avery Salomon. Raven Adams.

Mary Kingsley. ‘ Jabari Sams.
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SPORTS

Cheer team looks to shine

MATT VOLZ
Sports Editor

Many athletes face the pressure of stepping out under the
bright lights to perform in front of a screaming crowd, knowing
that they’ve got to be at their best.

It’'s a common theme that’s often seen in sports like football,
basketball, soccer and many others.

Cheerleading 1s no different.

This month, Fredonia’s own
cheer team will get its chance
to take the stage on a national
level.

The Blue Devils will travel to
Daytona Beach, Fla., to com-
pete in the National Cheerlead-
ers Association (NCA) College
Nationals competition.

It’s no small competition, with
somewhere around 10,000 ath-
letes set to compete.

One cheerleader, senior Alli
Ramsey, said she’s never seen a
competition quite like this one.

“I've grown up doing compe-
tition cheer, so I've gone to the
biggest competitions in cheer-
leading,” she said. “None of
them even resemble what Day-
tona is.”

Ramsey has attended three
national competitions in her
time at Fredonia, and with her
experience, she hopes to teach
her younger teammates what
Daytona is all about.

She said that at last year’s
competition, high winds caused
things to be cancelled or pushed

back, so this year’s sophomores |

still haven’t experienced it in its
full glory.

“The whole team is coming to
my house, and I'm doing a Pow-
erPoint for them,” she said. “I'm
trying to get everyone prepared,

in Daytona Beach

but it’s never, ever going to [be enough to] prepare anyone.”
The trip starts bright and early on Tuesday, April 8, as the

team plans to leave Iredonia for the airport at 4 a.m., according

to head coach Julie Troche.

Troche said that Tuesday will be a practice day once the

team gets settled in, and afterwards, they plan to get together

for a team dinner.

According to Ramsey, the dinner is usually formal, but this
year, the team has decided to have a bit of fun with it.

She said they still plan to have
an all-black dress code, but in-
stead of dining at a nicer place,

. they’re going to Dick’s Last Re-

sort, a themed restaurant where
the staff 1s paid to treat custom-

o - ers like dirt beneath their feet.

Fredonia's cheer team performs at the 2024 NCA College Nationals
competition.
Photo provided by Julie Troche.

Ramsey said the team hopes
it’ll be a de-stressor as they enter
what can be a stressful compe-
tition.

Everyone on the team has
their own method of combating
nerves, according to Troche.

The coach said she urges her
athletes to remain present in the
moment and take the routine
one skill at a time.

“Don’t think about what’s
coming next,” she said. “Think
of what you have to do right

4 now, because if you're thinking

too far ahead, you’re going to
lose your technique and what
you’re doing right now.”

It’s a routine the team has
spent many months preparing,
as Ramsey said they typically
start learning choreography as
early as October.

Even before that, the team
attends an NCA camp from late
August to early September.

Ramsey said that the team’s
carly start can be attributed to
an Interesting advantage the
Blue Devils have over other, big-
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ger schools. Fredonia doesn’t have a football team, so the time
not spent cheering at football games allows the team to focus
more on their routine.

“Only cheering for basketball gives us a huge advantage to
spend more time nitpicking the
routine,” she said. “It gives us
the opportunity to spend time
making sure we are putting a
routine out there that we are
110% proud of.”

This year’s routine is one to be
proud of; according to Ramsey,
and she added that it is the hard-
est routine she’s ever had in her
time at Iredonia.

Despite the difficulty of the
routine, she believes the team is
up to the challenge.

“This i1s the team I've been
wishing for my entire life,” she
said. “I’ve never been so confi-
dent walking into a competition
as I'm going to be this year.”

“I wouldn’t want to be per- |
forming any other routine with
any other team,” she added.

Troche echoed that state- |
ment, saying she’s excited about __
the team and their chances in |
Daytona Beach. |

“I would say this is probably
one of the teams where we have
some of the highest level skills
we’ve ever tried,” she said.

Because of the number of
teams and athletes, teams are
separated into different divi-
sions, and the divisions are split
across three different venues.

Fredonia’s cheer team will
compete in the Intermediate All-
Girls Division IIT group.

Their performances are split across two days, with one on
Thursday and one on Friday.

For each performance, a team only has a six-minute, 20-sec-
ond time frame to show the judges what they can do.

They are provided with three mats: one for jumping/tum-
bling, one for stunts and one for running the full routine.

Troche explained that because the time limit of a routine is
two minutes and 15 seconds, they may only have time to run
through it twice, and they may not even do that.

“The first time on the mat, we might just do stunts only, and
the second time on the mat, we’ll do a full-out [runthrough],”
she said.

She said the scores on Thursday count for 25% of the team’s
overall score.

Once they receive their Thursday scores, they have less than
24 hours to make any changes to their routine to try and score
higher on Friday.

Troche said that Friday is the same routine and the same time
frame, but this performance counts for 75% of the team’s score.

, A
Fredonia's cheer team performs at the 2024 NCA College Nationals
competition.

Photo provided by Julie Troche.

Last year, they finished 12th out of 19 teams in their division,
their highest place ever at NCA Nationals.

Each year, the winning teams take their banner and trophy
and run straight into the Atlantic Ocean in celebration.

Troche said their eventual
goal is to be the ones going for
a swim.

While a trip to Daytona
Beach in April may seem like
a vacation to most college stu-
dents, the team knows it is pri-
marily a business trip, according
to Ramsey.

Much of the day Wednesday;,
as well as when they’re not com-
peting on Thursday and Friday,
is spent practicing

They have a few allotted time
slots to practice in designated ar-
eas, but much of their practice
will take place on grassy areas
outside, wherever they can find
space.

“If we have a little bit of extra
time to sit on the beach after we
perform, that’s cool,” said Ram-
sey. “But that’s not what we’re
there for, and everyone on our
team 1is so good about that.”

On Saturday, after perfor-
mances have finished, the ath-
letes will have an opportunity to
mingle with members of other
teams, and they can practice
stunts with other athletes they
may never meet otherwise.

The team plans to return
home early on Sunday, catching
another flight in the morning.

Troche said she hopes the
competition will serve as a pos-
itive memory for her team.

“This is going to be a memory in two weeks,” she said. “[It’s
about] finding that reason to say, “This is why I'm here. This is
why we’re doing this.”

In Daytona Beach, the Blue Devils have the chance to make
history and place higher than they ever have before.

Spring 2025
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_The Walter Gloor Mainstage Series

e

/) Jirecte

Sl "N Hockovak

Shipwrecked twins Viola and Sebastian find themselves

entangled in a web of romantic intrigue. Through witty

dialogue and vibrant characters, the play explores themes
of disguise, gender roles, and the pursuit of love’s true P 'S
essence. It continues to charm theatergoers worldwide, b

AW serving as a testament to Shakespeare’s enduring genius.

April 3,4, &5 at 7:30 p.m.
ROBERT W. MARVEL THEATRE

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

Tickets 24I‘i"@frednma. ots
Campus Ticket Office - 716-673-3501
&inperson; M,W,F9am-3pm
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March Madness:

MITCH HORUCY
Asst. Sports Editor

First, we’ll take a look at the food region.

It’s an incredibly strong region with numerous seeds that
could make it to the final four.

The most intriguing matchup in the first round in this region
is casily the four vs. five game.

Cheesy I'riday 1s my personal favorite day at Cranston, I look
forward to it every week.

But a Tuscany breakfast sandwich is a bad matchup for
Cheesy Friday.

There’s almost nothing better after a night on the town than
making your way to Tuscany and getting a sandwich.

With that being said, I have the top seed, B]’s Taco Tuesday,
making it out of the bracket but having to battle for it.

The things region is also loaded with things the story of Fre-
donia couldn’t be told without.

The heavy favorite is FredFest, to no one’s surprise.

The top matchup in this region is the three seed, unsalted
sidewalks, taking on the six seed, campus tours.

Both can ruin a good day in a split second, whether it’s taking
a spill on your way to your 9 a.m. or walking into Cranston and
seeing 50 high school students roaming the sandwich line.

For me, 1t’ll come down to FredFest against boil water orders,
two of the first things you think of when you think of Iredonia.

However, I'll take the one seed once again, moving FredFest
to the final four.

The places region could fill out the entire bracket alone, but
these are the top eight I selected.
An underdog to watch out for in this region is Pedro Pastall.

BJs Taco Tuesday

Fredomnia edition

It made waves on Yik Yak when it was first introduced to the
world.

It does face some issues as it was in the women’s bathroom,
leaving a big part of the student body unable to experience it.

Another big underdog that could shock the world is the ghost
of Tim Hortons in the eighth spot.

Once we say goodbye to our class of 2025 friends, no current
students will have experienced Tim Hortons on campus.

Yet, it still lives in our hearts forever as we yearn for the day
it makes a return.

This is where I’ll select my first upset, as I have Domus Fare
making it out of this region.

It’s a great breakfast spot and also has pretty good fish fries.

The fourth and final region is the people region.

This region is led by everyone’s favorite mascot, Freddy.

There are also Iredonia legends like Professor Mike Igoe and
men’s hockey coach Jeff Meredith.

By far the biggest name in this region, though, is NBA Hall
of Famer Charles Barkley.

His two-day stay in Fredonia still boggles my mind and de-
serves a spot in this region despite the short-lived nature of his
Visit.

Out of this region and moving on to the final four for me is a
guy who is no stranger to big matchups, Jeff Meredith.

This brings us to my final four, with BJs Taco Tuesday vs.
FredFest on one side of the bracket and Domus Fare vs. Jeff
Meredith on the other.

It’s an unbelievable matchup, but I'm going with FredFest on
one side, and Domus Fare on the other.

This brings us to our championship, in which I have FredFest
winning,

Your own bed

Ghost of Tims

Cheesy Friday Taco Bell/KFC
BJs Wing Monday Food Pla ces Domus Fare
Burger Wednesday Starbucks
FredFest Freddy
Parking tickets Jeff Meredith
Unsalted sidewalks Th | ngs People Charles Barkley
Boil water orders Mike Igoe
m Central Ave. horse
Graphic by MATT VOLZ | Sports Editor
Graphic made using brackethq.com.
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Flexible Graduate Pro8ranis
ESIGNED FOR YOU

Your futqre
1n education
starts now.

Take the next step.

UB'’s Graduate School of Education
is still accepting applications for
Summer and Fall 2025!

Flexible Options - on-campus, on-
line, and hybrid programs

Top fields - teaching, counseling,
information science, and education-
al leadership

Application fee waivers available.

Don’t wait—apply today!

G5 gli':gittjy;’:;ugizool of Education | ed.buffalo.Edu
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The opinions voiced by writers
and artists in the Opinion
section of The Leader reflect
those individuals' opinions, not
those of The Leader as a whole.

Only stories clearly marked as
Editorials reflect the opinion of
The Leader's executive staff.

Lovercolumn: Sex Symbols in Media

THE QUARTERBACK

Executive Producer of Lovercall

THE MUSICIAN
Lovercall Producer

RADIO REBEL

Lovercall Producer

Hello!

We are The Quarterback, The Musician and Radio Rebel:
producers and hosts of the radio show Lovercall, right here at
Fredonia. Lovercall is an anonymous late-night talk show about
love, relationships and more. Students who are guests on the
show use codenames to protect their identities when discussing
potentially personal topics, hence the codenames of the writers
of this column. This is your reminder that none of the hosts
or guests are professionals, and everything stated is based on
personal experiences.

“The Quarterback” is a 20-year-old cisgender man who uses
he/him pronouns and is a junior at Fredonia.

“The Musician” 1s a 22-year-old gender-fluid person who
uses they/she pronouns and is a senior at Iredonia.

“Radio Rebel” is a 21-year-old transgender man who uses
he/him pronouns and is a senior at Fredonia.

On cach episode, the hosts and guests of Lovercall partic-
ipate in a variety of segments. The cast discusses a relevant
news story, a date idea, a wacky game and a main topic for the
episode.

Listeners can submit their questions or seek advice either via
Fredonia Radio’s Instagram, @fredonia_radio, on YikYak, or
through the QR code provided in this column.

We answer your questions live on the radio, then add them to
this column in case you missed the episode.

The show will broadcast weekly throughout the semester on
Wednesday nights from 10 p.m. to 12 a.m. on WDVL 89.5 on
www.fredoniaradio.com.

This column runs in conjunction with Lovercall and can be
found in print and online at fredonialeader.org.

Date idea of the week
We hope to provide fellow students with a fun and unique date
idea in every episode. These date ideas aren’t just for romantic
partners — you could go with your friends, classmates or can
even go solo for a fun activity in Fredonia.

Tor this week’s date idea, you’re going to be watching some
of your favorite romantic comedies, or rom-coms!

Perhaps you and your partner(s) could each pick out a rom-

com you love, snuggle up on the couch and watch it together!

It also could be fun to find some rom-coms that you love but
they’ve never seen.

Who wouldn’t want to culture the ones they love?

We often discuss date ideas that can be done outside of a
romantic relationship, and although there’s romance aplenty
in the movies, you don’t have to have a significant other to par-
ticipate!

Friend groups can always get together and have rom-com
nights, especially if you’ve got plenty of snacks and sweet treats!

There’s no shame in watching these movies by yourself, ei-
ther!

Feel free to get all cozy in bed with some snacks, or maybe
even a pint of ice cream, and treat yourself to a marathon of
feel-good, cheesy love stories.

We discussed some of our favorite rom-coms on the show,
including hits like “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days,” “10 Things
I Hate About You,” and “Pretty Woman.”

No matter what your favorites are, this date idea is designed
for you to feel all warm and fuzzy!

Sex Symbols in Media

When you think about sex symbols, you probably think of peo-
ple like Marilyn Monroe or Sydney Sweeney, and for good rea-
son, but there are other sex symbols out there.

On the show, our guests discussed the many different sex
symbols who have emerged in the media.

We also discussed the importance of sex symbols in the wom-
en’s liberation movement and the positive view of sex in the
media.

Sex positivity has become more mainstream than it had pre-
viously been, in part because of this, but also due to the pro-
gression of society.

It has also led to more open and honest discussions about sex,
which we at Lovercall are always fans of!

However, there are also negatives when it comes to the title
of sex symbol.

Often, when people look at celebrities, they see them as per-
fect people, but in reality, that is far from the case.

We talked on the show about the pressure put on celebrities
to be perfect all the time, which then causes people who look
up to them to think that they have to be as “perfect” as they are.

In reality, nobody is perfect, and pictures and videos seen on
social media can easily be manipulated to make a person seem
more stereotypically “perfect” than they truly are.

This can often lead to an unattainable standard of what
beauty means, especially for women active on social media.

We at Lovercall want you to be aware of this and remember

Continued onto next page
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that what you see isn’t always what is true.

Also, remember that you are beautiful as you are!

It may sound cliche, but there is something unique and won-
derful about every individual person.

If everyone tried to look and act just like the unrealistic im-
age set forth by social media, we as a society would lack individ-
uality and the beauty of people being themselves.

One cool thing about life is that you are the only person who
gets to be exactly you, and it’s infinitely better to be the best
version of yourself than to try and meet some unattainable
standard of perfection.

Lovercall Calling...
This week on Lovercall, we received a Lovercaller message
from the anonymous app YikYak.

This person said that multiple men have ghosted them after
the men acted like they were interested. Even after the messen-
ger was sometimes intimate with them, they said that the men
still ended up ghosting them.

“Ghosting” is when someone stops talking to someone else
without any warning, usually through texting or social media,
but can be in person as well.

First, do not immediately assume that the occurrence of
someone ghosting you is your fault.

Many times, people ghost others because the situation does
not work for them, and they might have little regard for the
other person’s perspective.

When someone gets ghosted, it can hurt, depending on the
status of the relationship.

It has become an extremely common thing to do in today’s
digital age, and it’s important to note that it can be helpful in
some situations to immediately leave when someone feels un-
comfortable.

However, the Lovercall Crew encourages open communica-
tion rather than ghosting, but again, in some situations, it might
be necessary.

If you get ghosted, be open about the situation. Nobody de-
serves to be ghosted, especially when they are just trying to nav-
igate love and relationships.

Do not dwell on it if someone is not texting you back, be-
cause if they do not want to talk to you, they are not the right
person for you!

If you end up being ignored by someone, do not ignore your-
self and do what will make you feel better.

You deserve better than to be ignored!

Reach out! Do you want to ask the authors of Lovercolumn
a question? Do you need advice? Fill out the form by using this
OR code.

Interested in being a guest on Lovercall? Email mvolz@fre-
donia.edu or visit Fredonia Radio Systems, located in McEwen
Hall 115 and open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5

p-m.

“The Quarterback,” “The Musician® and “Radio Reb-
el” are members of Fredonia Radio Systems and are
tnvolved in the production of Lovercall.

Rating every
2025 Oscar award-winning movie

ABBIE MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

I am what my generation calls a “film bro.”

I love watching movies, not just for a good time but to think
about the deeper stufl that most of us avoid talking about in
our daily lives.

I like to see different experiences and find ways to relate to
them or appreciate the fact that I can’t.

In fact, I love watching movies so much that last year, I
watched a total of 123 movies (no, this is not a reference to the
film pirating website, and no, this was not done on purpose).

With all of my film-watching experience, I feel I am able to
make accurate and knowledgeable judgments on the state of
this year’s Oscar award-winning movies.

Warning: This article contains spoilers _for every movie on this list. Read
at your own risk.

A Real Pain

4/5 stars

Won for: Actor in a Supporting Role

I won’t mince words; this was an excellent film.

‘A Real Pain” is Jesse Eisenberg’s directorial debut, and he
also stars as David Kaplan, the lead character. This movie
would be impressive even if it weren’t Eisenberg’s first, and the
fact that it is amplifies the film’s success twofold, at the very
least.

I don’t think that Eisenberg’s lead performance was praised
as much as it deserved, which is, in itself, indicative of a large
plot point within the movie and, in a way, works to further the
film’s purpose and message.

16 The Leader - www.fredonialeaderorg

Issue 4



Coupled with fantastic directorial and lead performances is
Kieran Culkin’s masterclass of a supporting role, which he was
well-deserving of the Oscar for.

Anora

4.5/5 stars

Won for: Actress in a Leading Role, Directing, Film Editing,
Best Picture, Writing (Original Screenplay)

To me, “Anora” deserves all of the praise that it has received.

There are very few movies that I believe are able to incorpo-
rate fun, entertaining and humorous elements in some sections
and absolutely devastating, realistic and personal moments in
others. “Anora” does this flawlessly.

The work that Mikey Madison put forth in transforming her-
self into the lead role is palpable from the very first scene, as she
immediately becomes a larger-than-life character that is some-
how stll able to display her vulnerabilities and emotions, albeit
behind the curtain of her self-assuredness.

This film humanizes work that is often seen by the rest of
society as “dirty” and “invalid” — a task that is perhaps equally
as difficult as doing so with grace and without making it feel
preachy.

This 1s the breakout performance for most of the cast, anoth-
er element that I find fascinating because even this seems to be
done intentionally, almost like the viewers, in combination with
Ani, are stepping into this world we know nothing about, of
rich Russians and sketchy family dynamics.

Dune: Part Two

4.5/5 stars

Won for: Sound, Visual Effects

Okay, now scrap everything I just said about fantasy-based
storylines. I love “Dune: Part Two.”

But hear me out.

The cinematography in this film, along with its predecessor,
is breathtaking beyond words. As I said before, I watch a lot of
movies, but there are few that I think compete with the “Dune”
franchise when it comes to cinematography.

Match that with the fact that two of my favorite actors, Tim-
othée Chalamet and Zendaya, play the movie’s lead roles?
Yeah, obviously I'm going to like it.

And I know what you’re going to say next. Yes, Chalamet and
Zendaya are both conventionally attractive. Yes, that may add
to the reason why I like them and the movies they star in.

But it’s more than that. Their performances in this movie
prove they are some of the best actors to come out of their
generation. The way that they melt into their characters and
develop their roles in ways that bring sense to an otherwise ex-
tremely confusing universe is spectacular and warrants all of
the applause it receives.

"

Dune: Part Two 2024
iy

Bro really fumbled ZENDAYA....could never be me

Abbie Miller's review of "Dune: Part Two" via Letterboxd.

Wicked

2.5/ stars

Won for: Costume Design, Production Design

I know that some people are going to have an issue with
me rating “Wicked” this low. But I'll repeat part of what I say
about “The Only Girl in the Orchestra” — this movie just isn’t
my cup of tea.

I’'ve never been a huge musical enjoyer (although I will do
an occasional rewatch of “High School Musical,” “Les Miser-
ables,” “Hairspray” and the like), so I am very cognizant that
this 1s likely part of the reason why I'm ranking “Wicked” so
low in comparison to others on this list.

The directing was pretty solid, and the storyline’s pace, while
it could’ve been improved at parts, was somewhat steady.

But what can I say? I just don’t really care.

The problem with me as an avid movie enjoyer is that I tend
to care much less, and usually enjoy much less, films that are
either fantasy-based or that are more light than they are deep.

I'm not saying I don’t think this is a good movie. What I am
saying, though, is that I don’t think it’s a good movie for me.

! NG L !!
e
Conclave 2024
kil @ . s

The bars that were spat in this were INSANE...that’s
MY pope @

Abbie Miller's review of "Conclave" via Letterboxd.
Conclave

3.5/5 stars

Won for: Writing (Adapted Screenplay)

“Conclave” 1s subtly boring.

If you’re my mom and you already fall asleep during any
movie that is more than 30 minutes long, I wouldn’t recom-
mend trying to watch this. If you’re me and you are willing to
sit through all 15-or-so minutes of the dreamlike-sequence in
“2001: A Space Odyssey,” you may be able to see this film for
what it’s worth.

Plus, the scene where the cardinals are arguing and one of
the onlookers takes out his vape is absolutely hilarious to me.

The Brutalist

1/5 stars

Won for: Actor in a Leading Role, Cinematography, Music
(Original Score)

I disagree with “The Brutalist” winning any awards.

My respect for this movie and everyone who participated in it
was absolutely demolished when I learned that Al was used to
edit the voices of Adrien Brody and Felicity Jones’ characters to
make their Hungarian accents sound more realistic.

According to “The Brutalist™s editor, David Jancso, the
film’s $10 million budget and pressure to finish it as quickly as
possible added to the reasoning behind the decision to use Al
programming.

None of these reasons are good enough to warrant the use of

Continued onto next page
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artificial intelligence, in my opinion.

Al is already a substantial threat within the creative sphere as
artists struggle to have their work recognized and compensated
in a world that values efficiency over quality.

The budget could have easily been increased, especially with
stars such as Adrien Brody and Felicity Jones making appear-
ances. If they really wanted or needed to, I'm sure either of
these actors could have donated money to help production or
agreed to have their cut of the profit minimized.

Furthermore, if the filmmakers wanted the movie to be
completed earlier; they could have shortened it. In fact, that
would’ve actually made the film better.

“The Brutalist” is a whopping three-and-a-half hours long
— s0 lengthy that a built-in intermission occurs in the middle
of it.

I 'am no stranger to long movies. I watched — and thorough-
ly enjoyed — “Killers of the Flower Moon,” a film that was a
little under the same length. “Titanic” is over three hours long,
and yet it is still considered a classic, and for good reason.

A film can itself both warrant a long run-time and benefit
from it. “The Brutalist” does neither.

I have other issues with the movie as well. Maybe it’s because
I don’t know anything (or care to know anything) about archi-
tecture, but “The Brutalist” was horribly boring for me. The
intermission was unnecessary. The ending was lackluster and
felt rushed in comparison to the amount of time when nothing
of importance was happening on-screen.

Overall, if T hadn’t watched “The Brutalist” for the sake of
this article, knowing what I know about the director’s use of
artificial intelligence within it, I wouldn’t have watched it at all.

sy -
PRI Wt

| appreciate the messages of this movie, but it is AT
LEAST 2 hours too long. AT LEAST. Also, | could not
give a rats ass about architecture truthfully so
maybe | just shouldn’t have watched this LMAO.
Also also, using ChatGPT to help you act??? % &g

~:

Abbie Miller's review of "The Brutalist" via Letterboxd.

Flow

2.5/5 stars

Won for: Animated Feature Film

Unlike “In the Shadow of the Cypress,” this film is almost
an hour and a half long. Like “In the Shadow of the Cypress,”
it has absolutely no dialogue (unless you count the sounds the
animal characters make).

My attention span is much too short for this movie, which is
why I am rating it so low.

However, I will say that it is a feat to beat out Pixar movies
for the Oscar for Animated Feature Film, and I think part of
what sealed the deal for “Flow”’s win is the animation of water,

which this movie is full of. I don’t even want to know how diffi-
cult it is to animate water, but it surely doesn’t seem easy.

In the Shadow of the Cypress

3.5/5 stars

Won for: Animated Short Film

For a movie with no dialogue and an extremely minimal run-
time, “In the Shadow of the Cypress” accomplished everything
that it set out to do.

This movie was well done and a vividly accurate depiction of
the reality of living with PT'SD and being a caregiver to those
with the disorder.

No Other Land

5/ stars

Won for: Documentary Feature Film

Oh my god.

I’'ve only watched half of this documentary at the time that
I'm writing this, and I'm having a hard time even beginning to
explain my thoughts and feelings.

I'am so glad that this documentary won this award. I haven’t
watched any of the other films nominated for this category, but
I find it hard to picture any other documentary more deserving
of this award than “No Other Land.”

This should be mandatory viewing, if not for the entire
world, then at least in the U.S. and Israel.

To give you a quick synopsis of the documentary, Basel
Adra, the director and one of Masafer Yatta’s residents who
was forcefully displaced by the Israeli government, invites Yuval
Abraham, an Israeli-born journalist, to help him document the
events of the community’s expulsion from their homes.

Towards the beginning of the film, Adra tells Abraham that
perhaps, if Abraham’s articles get enough international trac-
tion, they will reach American eyes and pressure the United
States government to act in defense of Masafer Yatta and Pal-
estinians in general. Since I had some background knowledge
of the long-standing tension between Israelis and Palestinians, I
knew what would come of this hope. It would be torn down af-
ter the American government decided not to defend but to take
action to actively oppose Palestinians in the struggle for them
to maintain the land that they had inhabited for decades prior.

As the years pass, Abraham continually tells Adra that his ar-
ticles are not getting enough views. At least, not enough as they
had hoped and certainly not enough to create the necessary
pressure needed for the American government to take action.

But will it ever be enough? During the past few years, people
all around the world have had front-row seats to the devasta-
tion occurring in Gaza, and yet it continues. The devastation
of communities like Adra’s is ongoing. And it deserves all of the
acknowledgement it can get.

Due to the more recent events regarding Israel and Pales-
tine that reached international audiences, I had a general base
knowledge going into this documentary of the events that have
occurred both in the distant and recent past regarding the two
nationalities. I was also able to gather knowledge on the topic
due to “The impact of the war in Gaza on the 2024 election,”
an article I wrote in The Leader’s Fall 2024 Issue 3. This article
can serve as a starting point for those who aren’t aware of the
complexities and history of this conflict.
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The Only Girl in the Orchestra

2/5 stars

Won for: Documentary Short Film

I've rated this movie relatively low, not because I think its
premise or content is bad, but because I don’t personally con-
nect with it. I can appreciate the hardship that this woman went
through without necessarily believing that this film is my speed,
both metaphorically and physically.

“The Only Girl in the Orchestra” is realistic because it shows
some of what it’s like to experience familial disagreement,
which is often not fully explored for the sake of keeping the
peace.

While I understand that the niece, who is the film’s direc-
tor, did not wish to upset her aunt by delving into conflicts on
camera, | also think that this documentary suffers from viewing
these problems on the surface and never really plunging past
that.

We find out about Orin O’Brien, the subject of the docu-
mentary, and the details of her life story, which is, of course,
interesting in its own right. But those moments where we begin
to see some more complex themes, such as the struggle of being
the child of Hollywood stars or the fight against recognition for
the sake of humility and perhaps self-consciousness, are all cut
short and never fully explored.

s

The Only Girl in the Orchestra
2023

There are some interesting themes and tones here
but | don’t think the genre was necessarily my
speed. It felt too short to dig into to some of the
more complex themes (denying self recognition,

doing everything in one’s power to be the opposite
of their parents, etc.) but felt too long to really hold

my attention

Abbie Miller's review of "The Only Girl in the Orchestra" via
Letterboxd.

I’m Still Here

?/3 stars

Won for: International Feature Film (for Brazil)

I could not find this movie anywhere without having to pay
for it, which really sucks because every film that I've seen that
has either been nominated for or won the International Feature
Film Oscar has been absolutely spectacular.

At the very least, no matter what this film 1s like, it is guaran-
teed to be better than “Emilia Pérez” — which was also nomi-
nated for this Oscar — although I haven’t seen that film either.

The Substance
3/5 stars
Won for: Makeup and Hairstyling
I completely agree with “The Substance™s win for makeup

and hairstyling.

While incredibly disturbing, I don’t know that the movie
would be half of what it is without the gory, disgusting scenes
of Sue emerging from Elisabeth’s back or the physical deteri-
oration of Elisabeth and Sue. For those who have never been
criticized for their physical appearance or told that their only
value comes from the way they look, the physical depiction of
“The Substance’’s characters and the changes that they endure
throughout the movie’s runtime serve as a stark visualization
of this reality, which would be impossible to convey as potently
without the masterful team behind the cast’s makeup.

"

I'm Not a Robot 2023
v

Simple premise but good acting and execution,

especially with such concise time restraints

Abbie Miller's review of "I'm Not a Robot" via Letterboxd.

I’m Not a Robot

3/3 stars

Won for: Live Action Short Film

Similar to “In the Shadow of the Cypress” in runtime, “I'm
Not a Robot” will make you think twice when checking that
reCAPTCHA box.

Tackling questions about identity and self~worth in a time
when uncertainty is the standard, “I’'m Not a Robot” meets the
perfect sweet spot of having just enough substance to leave you
questioning without the finality that would make you forget the
movie a week later.

Emilia Pérez

0/5 stars

Won for: Actress in a Supporting Role, Music (Original Song)
(“El Mal”)

I refuse to watch this film in light of comments made by its
director, Jacques Audiard, about Spanish being “a language
of developing countries, humble countries, of the poor, of mi-
grants.”

I also want to note that “Emilia Pérez’s casting included a
very small number of Mexicans, which is odd because the film
takes place in Mexico. Only one of the four members of the
main cast is actually Mexican, despite the film portraying all of
them as such.

According to casting director Carla Hool, the filmmakers
“searched Latin America and Mexico for actors, but ultimately,
they believed that they had chosen the best ones for the job.”
The “best [actors] for the job” being referred to here are largely
non-Mexican, meaning that apparently nobody who had au-
ditioned in Latin America and Mexico was good enough, by
“Emilia Pérez”’s filmmakers’ standards, for the part.

The film’s French director also admits to only studying the
bare minimum of Mexico and Mexican culture that he deemed
necessary for the film, which is another concerning comment
considering the film takes place in Mexico and is attempting to
serve as a representation of the Mexican experience.
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MARCH 31ST - SENIOR REGISTRATION
APRIL 1ST- JUNIOR REGISTRATION
/ APRIL 2ND - SOPHOMORE REGISTRATION
7 APRIL 3RD - FRESHMAN REGISTRATION

ANY QUESTIONS?

j} ADVISINC@FREDONIA.EDU R0

APRIL 3RD: ADVISING HELP k-.# 7

“\' @ REED LIBRARY @
-~ /\ 830AM-4PM HZA
( (o)
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